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HIGHLIGHTS 


September 27 - October 3, 1992 


A freeze struck parts of the northern Corn Belt on 
September 28 and 29. Favorable harvest weather prevailed 
elsewhere except in the Southeast, where a variety of 
stormy weather transpired. Early in the week, cold air 
nosed into the Midwest, pushing a cold front to the east 
coast. Rainfall was locally heavy in North Carolina, 
with amounts reaching 4.56 inches in Charlotte and 3.62 
inches on Cape Hatteras. Meanwhile, a _ tropical 
depression, packing 35 mph winds, moved to within 100 
miles of Daytona Beach, FL, and stalled, causing coastal 
flooding and beach erosion in northeastern Florida. 
Though the depression was upgraded to tropical storm 
status and named "Earl" on Tuesday, it had already turned 
eastward, away from land. In the eastern Dakotas, 
temperatures fell into the upper 20’s on Monday morning, 
causing some damage to immature corn, sorghum, and 
soybeans. A day later, temperatures fell into the 20’s 
in the northern corn-growing areas of Minnesota and 
Wisconsin. St. Cloud, MN, reported 22°F. In addition, 

(Continued to p. 27) 
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CROP MOISTURE 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 


October 3, 1992 


IDEPICTS SHORT TERM (UP TO ABOUT 4 WEEKS) 

DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICULTURE, 
RE: RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY WEEK TO 
WEEK, AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT THE BEGIN- 
NING AND END OF THE GROWING 


USES...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT TERM, : 
WEEK-TO-WEEK, STATUS OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM 
SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS 


LIMITATIONS... MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND 


SHALLOW 
ROOTED CROPS WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR S' MOISTURE 
FROM A 5-FOOT PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERA. FAVORABLY 


TURES ARE AVERAGING BEL ABOUT 55°F. IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF MOIST 
XN) NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 


THE LONG TERM (MONTHS, iS) DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED 
JBY THE DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX 














CROP MOISTURE INDEX 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 
October 3, 1992 


CINDEX VALUES ARE IN TENTHS, EXAMPLE: 37#3.7) 
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DROUGHT SEVERITY 
(LONG TERM, PALMER) 


October 3, 1992 
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OROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX (PALMER): DEPICTS PRO- 
LONGED (MONTHS, YEARS) A\ SS OR WETNESS; 
SI SU : S LITTLE FROM WEEK TO WEEK; 
AND REFLECTS LONG-TERM MOISTURE F, RECHARGE, 
AND DEEP PERCOLATION, AS WELL AS EVAPOTRANSPIRATION. 
USES...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING DISRUPTIVE EFFECTS OF PROLONGED 


ONOMIES, 
ASTER AREAS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS; AND RE! 
TERM STATUS OF WATER SUPPLIES IN AQUIFERS, RESERVOIRS, AND STREAMS. 
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FIELD OPERATIONS (THIS IS INDICATED BY THE CROP MOISTURE INDEX). WOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY — tosed.on preliminary reports 














DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX BY DIVISION 
(LONG TERM, PALMER) 
October 3, 1992 


CINDEX VALUES ARE IN TENTHS, EXAMPLE: 373.7) 


.4 to -.4 NEAR NORMAL 
~.6 to ~.8 INCIPIENT DROUGHT 
1.0 to -1.9 MILD DROUGHT 1.0 to 1.8 MOIST SPELL 
2.0 to 2.0 MODERATE DROUGHT 2.0 to 2.8 UNUSUAL MOIST SPELL 


-3.0 to -3.0 SEVERE DROUGHT _—3.0 to 3.9 VERY MOIST SPELL 
BELOW -4.0 EXTREME DROUGHT ABOVE +4.0 EXTREME MOIST SPELL NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY  posd on preiinory reports 
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Extreme Maximum Temperature(°F) 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending October 3, 1992 





RELATIVE NUMBER OF DAYS 
TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY, 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending October 3, 1992 





RELATIVE NUMBER OF DAYS 
TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY | 
PERCENT | TEMP. °F | PRECIP. 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending October 3, 1992 





RELATIVE [NUMBER OF DAYS 
TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY, 
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september Weather and Crop Summary 


Weather 


Although frosty airmasses grazed the northern 
Corn Belt at regular intervals, most of the 
Midwest escaped September without freeze 
damage. However, a late-month freeze in the 
Dakotas and the upper Mississippi Valley (MN, 
WI, northern IA) locally affected crop 
conditions. Elsewhere, weather headlines were 
generated by compact, intense systems such as 
Hurricane “Iniki" in Hawaii (September 11) and 
a thunderstorm complex over south-central Iowa 
(September 14-15). 


Temperatures remained cool in many areas east of 
the Rockies, continuing a trend that developed 
this spring. Departures reached -3°F in parts 
of the Midwest. But those early autumn 
conditions paled next to interior Alaska’s 
wintery weather. Bitter cold and snow arrived 
during the second week of September, freezing 
summer in its tracks. Fairbanks had its coldest 
September on record (average temperature of 
31.7°F), more than 6°F colder than the previous 
mark set in 1908. More than 2 feet of snow fell 
(another September record), and the mercury 
failed to top 40°F during the last 20 days of the 
month. In sharp contrast, temperatures averaged 
mostly above normal in the Western Contiguous 
States. The monthly average temperature of 92°F 
in Phoenix, AZ, was 5°F above normal. 


Significant precipitation in the 

primarily confined to the Cascades 
Rockies. At lower elevations, cold fronts 
produced gusty winds and raised dust. Wildfires 
returned to California late in the month during 
a spell of breezy, dry weather. But adequate to 
surplus moisture fell on the eastern half of the 
Nation. Inthe southeastern Plains, slow-moving 
fronts dropped up to twice the normal rainfall. 
Southeastern Oklahoma endured up to 17 inches. 
But local areas of south-central Iowa received 
nearly that much rain in less than 24 hours on 
the night of September 14-15. Thayer, IA, 
reported an unofficial total of 16 inches. 
Heavy rain redeveloped over southeastern 
Minnesota and central Wisconsin during the next 
evening, resulting in totals of up to 12 inches. 


West was 
and the 


Three tropical systems affected the United 
States during September. On September 11, 
Hurricane “Iniki" devastated Kauai Island, HI, 
with 130 miles per hour (mph) sustained winds. 
Kauai (population 51,000) endured severe damage 
to crops and infrastructure. According to press 
reports, 7,000 homes were left uninhabitable, 
and the island’s sugarcane and tropical fruit 
and nut crops sustained damage. The other 
storms, tropical storm "Danielle" and a tropical 
depression, left their mark through beach 
erosion. "Danielle" made landfall in 
southeastern Virginia on September 25, churning 
the Atlantic north of its center. And the 
depression, which later became tropical storm 
"Earl," caused coastal flooding and beach 
erosion in northeastern Florida. 


Fieldwork 


Cool weather continued across the eastern half 
of the Nation, hampering crop development. Near 
normal temperatures at mid-month over the Corn 
Belt improved crop prospects slightly in that 


“Plains to 


area. Rainfall from tne Great Plains eastward 
throughout September kept pastures green but 
hindered hay, spring wheat, and rice harvests. 
Short moisture supplies in the West were further 
aggravated by September’s dry, hot weather. 
Frost was reported in early September in Idaho, 
Montana, and Utah, hurting crops there. The end 
of the month saw frost from the northern Great 
New England, which caused limited 
damage to field crops but hurt vegetables. Crops 
in the Corn Belt continued under the threat of the 
season’s first killing frost. Higher temperatures 
at the end of the month from the Rocky Mountains 
to the Ohio Valley promoted crop maturity. 


The continued coolness of the growing season 
resulted in delayed corm progress entering 
September. Below-normal temperatures prevailed 
across the Corn Belt during September, further 
inhibiting development and delaying harvest. 
Hot, summer-like weather at the end of the month 
across the western Corn Belt allowed crop 
progress to advance. On October 4, crop progress 
remained behind normal throughout the Corn Belt, 
with the most extreme delays in the northernmost 
States. Sixty-six percent(%) of the crop was 
rated mature in the 17 major States, compared 
with 97% last year and 91% average. Only 11% of 
the crop was harvested, compared with 46% last 
year and 33% average. 


The beginning of September saw the soybean crop 
development behind normal in the northern pro- 
ducing States, but ahead of normal in the Delta. 
Higher daytime temperatures toward the end of the 
month, coupled with earlier near-freezing 
temperatures and decreasing hours of sunlight, 
caused crop development to reach normal in most 
areas. Harvest started at the end of the month in 
the Delta, as well as in the Midwest, but the pace 
was behind normal. Harvest was 21% complete, 
compared with 37% last year and 33% average. 


Winter wheat harvest was virtually complete in 
the Pacific Northwest and very near completion in 
the North Central States entering September, and 
field preparation and fall seeding was 
increasing. Winter wheat seedings progressed 
well as excellent planting conditions prevailed 
through most of the month. Seeding reached 62 
percent in the 19 major producing States by 
October 4, compared with 61% last year and 60% for 
the 5-year average. Spring wheat harvest was 
lagging well behind normal entering September, as 
the coolness of the growing season had delated 
crop maturity. Progress continued to lag behind 
normal throughout the month, but harvest was 
nevertheless virtually complete by month’s end. 


Cotton progress was well behind normal in 
southern Plains and was somewhat delayed in the 
Southeast at the beginning of September. Cool, 
damp weather continued to delay crop development 
in the Southeast and southern Plains, while warm 
temperatures in the Southwest moved development 
along. The progress of boll opening was behind 
schedule. As of October 4, boll opening was 63% 
completed, compared to 72% last year and 72% 
average. Harvest was ahead of normal in the 
Southwest and behind normal elsewhere. For the 
week ending October 4, harvest was 18% completed, 
compared to 23% completed last year and 23% 
average. 


the 


(Continued to p. 13) 
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FORT SMITH 
LITTLE ROCK 
BAKERSFIELD 
BISHOP 
EUREKA 
FRESNO 

LOS ANGELES 
REDDING 
SACRAMENTO 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN FRANCISCO 
STOCKTON 
ALAMOSA 

CO. SPRINGS 
DENVER 
GRAND JUNCTION 
PUEBLO 
BRIDGEPORT 
HARTFORD 
WASHINGTON 
APALACHICOLA 
DAYTONA BEACH 
FT.. MYERS 
JACKSONVILLE 
KEY WEST 
MIAMI 
ORLANDO 
TALLAHASSEE 
TAMPA 

WEST PALM BEACH 
ATHENS 
ATLANTA 
AUGUSTA 
MACON 
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HONOLULU 
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BOISE 
LEWISTON 
POCATELLO 
CAIRO 
CHICAGO 
MOLINE 
PEORIA 
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ROCKFORD 
SPRINGFIELD 
EVANSVILLE 
FORT WAYNE 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SOUTH BEND 
DES MOINES 
DUBUQUE 
SIOUX CITY 
WATERLOO 
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DODGE CITY 
GOODLAND 
TOPEKA 
WICHITA 
BOWLING GREEN 
JACKSON 
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LOUISVILLE 
BATON ROUGE 
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INT'L FALLS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
ROCHESTER 

ST CLOUD 
GREENWOOD 
JACKSON 
MERIDIAN 
TUPELO 

CAPE GIRARDEAU 
COLUMBIA 
KANSAS CITY 
SAINT LOUIS 
SPRINGFIELD 
BILLINGS 
GLASGOW 
GREAT FALLS 
HAVRE 

HELENA 
KALISPELL 
MILES CITY 
MISSOULA 
GRAND ISLAND 
LINCOLN 
NORFOLK 
NORTH PLATTE 
OMAHA 
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LAS VEGAS 
RENO 
WINNEMUCCA 
CONCORD 
ATLANTIC CITY 
ALBUQUERQUE 
CLOVIS 
ROSWELL 
ALBANY 
BINGHAMTON 
BUFFALO 
NEW YORK 
ROCHESTER 
SYRACUSE 
ASHEVILLE 
CHARLOTTE 
GREENSBORO 
HATTERAS 
NEW BERN 
RALEIGH 
WILMINGTON 
BISMARCK 
FARGO 
GRAND FORKS 
WILLISTON 
AKRON-CANTON 
CINCINNATI 
CLEVELAND 
COLUMBUS 
DAYTON 
MANSFIELD 
TOLEDO 
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YOUNGSTOWN 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
TULSA 
ASTORIA 
BURNS 
MEDFORD 
PENDLETON 
PORTLAND 
SALEM 
ALLENTOWN 
ERIE 
HARRISBURG 
PHILADELPHIA 
PITTSBURGH 
SCRANTON 
WILLIAMSPORT 
PROVIDENCE 
CHARLESTON 
COLUMBIA 
FLORENCE 
GREENVILLE 
ABERDEEN 
HURON 

RAPID CITY 
SIOUX FALLS 
BRISTOL 
CHATTANOOGA 
KNOXVILLE 
MEMPHIS 
NASHVILLE 
ABILENE 
AMARILLO 
AUSTIN 
BEAUMONT 
BROWNSVILLE 
CORPUS CHRISTI 
DEL RIO 

EL PASO 
FORT WORTH 
GALVESTON 
HOUSTON 
LAREDO 
LUBBOCK 
MIDLAND 

SAN ANGELO 
SAN ANTONIO 
VICTORIA 
WACO 
WICHITA FALLS 
BLANDING 
CEDAR CITY 
SALT LAKE CITY 
BURLINGTON 
LYNCHBURG 
NORFOLK 
RICHMOND 
ROANOKE 
COLVILLE 
QUILLAYUTE 
SEATTLE-TACOMA 
SPOKANE 
WALLA WALLA 
YAKIMA 
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National Agricultural Summary 


September 28 - October 4, 1992 


HIGHLIGHTS : 


Low temperatures 


early in the week 


brought additional frost to much of the northern 


Great Plains 


and upper Mississippi 
effectively ending the growing season there. 


Valley, thus 


Summer- 


like weather at midweek advanced crop maturity across 
much of the Corn Belt. Continued heavy rains over much 
of the Southeast further delayed field activities. 


SMALL GRAINS: Dry weather in most regions of 
the country allowed winter wheat seeding to 
advance unhindered. Seeding reached 62 percent 
(%) complete in the 19 major producing States, 
compared with 61% last year and 60% for the 5- 
year average. Seeding progress was behind 
normal in the Mississippi and Ohio Valleys. 
Spring wheat, barley, and oats harvests were 
winding down in Montana and North Dakota. 


CORN: Corn harvest increased, though still in 
the early stages, in the Corn Belt, and advanced 
further south. Harvest was 11% complete in the 
17 major producing States, compared with 46% 
last year and 33% average. Sixty-six percent of 
the crop was fully mature, compared with 97% 
last year and 91% average. Crop condition 
remained mostly good and high temperatures 
across the Corn Belt late in the week benefited 
the crop. 


SOYBEANS : Rains in the extreme Southeast 
hindered the beginning of the soybean harvest, 
while warmer, drier weather encouraged progress 
in the northern producing States. Harvest was 
21% complete in the 19 major States, 16 
percentage points behind last year and 12 points 
behind the average. Leaves were dropping on 81% 
of the acreage, compared with 83% last year and 
79% average. Crop condition improved slightly 
with the arrival of warmer temperatures in the 
North. Crop condition ratings were mostly fair 
in Louisiana, Minnesota, and South Carolina, and 
good in the other major States. Velvet bean 
caterpillars were causing problems in soybeans 
in east-central and southern Georgia. 


OTHER FIELD CROPS: Sugar beet harvest was 
active in the Rocky Mountains, Great Plains, and 
Pacific Northwest, while planting was underway 
in California. Fall potato harvest was 
advancing rapidly across the central and 
northern States. Dry bean harvest was 
progressing rapidly as well. Peanut digging was 
interrupted by rains in the Southeast, but 
digging advanced in Texas and Oklahoma. Flax 
harvest was in full swing in the North Central 


(RCE A SE LE ES I TE RIE SEN TEI 5 SRE RESTS 


(Continued from p. 9) 

Grain sorghum coloring and maturity were behind 
normal entering September. Below-normal 
temperatures in the High Plains impeded crop 
development there, however, crop prospects 
continued to look good. In the South, harvest 
progress continued at an increased rate and was 
ahead of last year and near the average. The 
end of the month saw harvest nearing completion 
in Texas and the South, and beginning in Kansas 
and Nebraska. As of October 4, 54% of the crop 
was mature, compared to 81% last year and 77% 
average. Harvest was 32% completed, compared to 
52% last year and 40% average. 


States, and sunflower harvest was gaining momen- 
tum. Sweetpotato digging progressed in the Delta 
and East where weather conditions permitted. 


FRUIT AND NUTS: Lemon harvest continued active 
in western and central Arizona and the California 
desert. Apple picking was active nationwide. 
Harvest was behind last year’s pace but near 
average along the East Coast, average and ahead 
of average elsewhere. Pistachio harvest advanced 
in central and eastern Arizona. Peach harvest 
neared completion in the northeast. Cranberry 
harvest advanced in Oregon, New Jersey, and 
Massachusetts. Raisin, juice, wine, and table 
grape harvests continued in California. Wine 
grape harvest ended in Oregon, while Concord 
grape harvest started in the Finger Lake region 
of New York. Harvest of oranges, tangerines, and 
grapefruit started in Florida. 


VEGETABLES: Pumpkin picking increased nation- 
wide. Melon harvest continued in Arizona, and 
was in full swing in the Sacramento Valley. Onion 
digging was well along in the Rocky Mountains and 
advanced in the West Coast States and New York. 
Planting of fall broccoli and cauliflower was 
active in California’s San Joaquin and Coachella 
Valleys. Processing tomato harvest was still 
active in a few areas of California, while wet 
conditions threatened remaining tomatoes in Ohio. 
Rain hampered planting and harvesting activities 
in Florida, particularly on the East Coast. 
Harvests of radishes, eggplant, peppers, snap 
beans, sweet corn, cucumbers, squash, and 
tomatoes were underway in the State. New Jersey 
vegetables remained in moderate supply. Planting 
and harvesting activities continued without delay 
in major vegetable regions of Texas. 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Pastures across the 
eastern half and south western part the nation 
remained in generally good condition. Pastures 
in California, Utah, Nevada, and the Northwest 
continued to suffer from lack of moisture. 
Supplemental feeding continued in drought- 
stricken areas. Livestock were generally in good 
condition nationwide. 


The arrival of September saw rice harvest 
beginning in California and continuing in the 
other major rice producing areas. Favorable 
conditions at mid-month allowed the harvest to 
progress ahead of normal. Rainy weather at the 
end of the month delayed the completion of har- 
vest in Louisiana. The end of September saw the 
harvest completed in Texas and near completion in 
the other Southern States. As of October 4, the 
crop was 83% harvested, compared to 72% last 
year, and 72% average. 





Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin October 6, 1992 





Crop Progress 


for the Week Ending October 4, 1992 


GRAIN SORGHUM GRAIN SORGHUM GRAIN SORGHUM 
(Percent Coloring) (Percent Mature) (Percent Harvested) 


Current Last Wk 1991 Current Last Wk Current Last Wk 1991 
AR 100 100 100 AR 98 AR 88 78 
co 78 61 92 co 32 co 2 0 
IL 95 93 100 IL 74 IL 12 3 
KS 85 95 KS 30 KS | 2 
LA 100 100 LA 100 LA 96 94 
MS 100 100 MS 100 MS 91 80 
MO 97 100 MO 76 MO 32 22 
NE 95 100 NE 37 NE 5 1 
NM 94 98 NM 19 NM 7 0 
OK 100 100 OK 33 OK 14 6 
SD 76 100 sD 42 sD 0 0 
TX 92 97 ae 80 TX 73 70 


12 States 90 97 12 States 53 12 States 3i 27 


Excl. States Excl. States Excl. States 
with NA 90 80 97 with NA 54 42 81 77 with NA 32 28 


NA - not available. NA - not available. NA - not available. 


These 12 States produced 98% of the These 12 States produced 98% of the These 12 States produced 98% of the 
1991 grain sorghum crop. 1991 grain sorghum crop. 1991 grain sorghum crop. 


CORN CORN 
(Percent Mature) (Percent Harvested) 


Current Last Wk 1991 Avg. Current Last Wk 1991 
32 64 69 4 0 6 
100 85 99 
100 6 77 
7 60 
8 25 
45 


17 States 17 States 11 


These 17 States produced 94% of the These 17 States produced 94% of the 
1991 corn crop. 1991 corn crop. 


WINTER WHEAT SOYBEANS SOYBEANS 
(Percent Planted) (Percent Dropping Leaves) (Percent Harvested) 


AR 5 10 

CA 0 0 6 

co 96 82 85 0 

GA 2 7 18 

ID 4a : 

IN 8 3 
16 
0 
4 


Current Last Wk 1991 ° Current Last Wk 1991 Avg. Current Last Wk 1991 
42 2 0 


KS 45 
MI 20 
MO 6 
MT 58 9 
NE 86 5 
NC 11 0 
OH 3 0 
OK 49 3 
OR 24 0 
sD 86 0 
T™ 49 0 
WA 77 

19 States 19 States 8 
19 States 46 


These 19 States produced 92% of the These 19 States produced 95% of the 


These 19 States produced 95% of the 
1991 winter wheat crop. 


1991 soybean crop. 1991 soybean crop. 
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COTTON COTTON RICE 
(Percent Bolls Opening) (Percent Harvested) (Percent Harvested) 
Current Last Wk 1991 Avg. 


Current Last Wk 1991 Avg. 
AL 6 AL - 3 35 41 
AZ 100 AZ 28 
AR AR 9 
CA CA 15 
GA GA 7 
LA LA 29 
MS MS 16 
MO MO 

NM NM 

NC NC 

OK OK 

TN 


TN 
TX TX 2 


Current Last Wk 1991 Avg. 
AR 
14 14 CA 
31 30 LA 
MS 
TX 


N 
NUDN 


w 


ePenwooorwon 


5 States 


These 5 States produced 97% of the 
1991 rice crop. 


N 


14 States 14 States 18 13 


These 14 States produced 99% of the These 14 States produced 99% of the 
1991 cotton crop. 1991 cotton crop. 


Crop Condition 


(Percent) 


for the Week Ending October 4, 1992 


SOYBEANS 


Prev Week 
Prev Year 


Prev Week 
Prev Year 


GRAIN SORGHUM 


Prev Week 
Prev Year 
Prev Week 5 
Prev Year 


VP-Very Poor P-Poor F - Fair 
G-Good EX - Excellent 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and 
weather conditions important on a national scale. More 


detailed data are 
Bulletins published 


available in 
each 


Weather and Crop 
Monday by NASS_ State 


Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 


Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: Rainfall none to 2.65 in. north, 0.08 
to 1.86 in. central, 0.59 to1.71 south. Tempera- 
tures 4 to 7° below normal. Lows 42 to 50° north; 
39 to 54° central: 50 to 57° south. Highs 77 to 
S3° netth: 7S to SS° central: 62 to 86° south. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Soil moisture 
16% short, 81% adequate, 3% surplus. Corn 76% 
harvested, 90% 1991, 85% avg. Sorghum 44% 
harvested, 60% 1991, 66% avg.; 27% fair, 65% 
good, 8% excellent. Peanuts 66% dug, 79% 1991, 
72% avg.; 53% combined, 69% 1991, 60% avg.; 52% 
fair, 48% good. Pasture 19% fair, 62% good, 19% 
excellent. Livestock 7% fair, 79% good, 14% 
excellent. Primary activities: Scouting fields 
for insects, diseases; harvesting vegetables, 
hay, corn, sorghum, peanuts, cotton; plowing 
fields for small grain seeding; planting small 
grains, marketing cattle; repairing machinery; 
general care of livestock, poultry, catfish. 


ALASKA: Record cold temperatures. Snow in 
varying amounts fell throughout the railbelt. 
Tanana Valley had a 6 in. accumulation, primarily 
from previous week. Elsewhere, temperatures 
warmed, enabling snow to melt. Highs, lows 1 to 
14° below normal. Seasonal precipitation 4.09 
in. drier than normal at Homer to 1.28 in. wetter 
than normal at Clearwater. 

Days suitable for harvest, in the Matanuska 
Valley, Kenai Peninsula, of hay, grain 5.0. 
Topsoil, subsoil 20% short, 50% adequate, 10% 
surplus. Barley 85% harvested. Oats 30% 
harvested. Second crop hay 70% complete. 
Commercial potato harvest 75% complete. Potato 
digging 3.0. Frozen ground or snowcover limited 
further harvest of this year’s crop. 


ARIZONA: Sunny, warmer. 
to 9° above normal. Extremes 35°; 92° higher 
elevations; 46°; 110° deserts. 

Cotton bolls opening 100%, 93% 1991, 96% avg.; 
harvested 28%, 14%, 14% avg.; 30% fair, 57% good, 
13% excellent; insects moderate to _ severe, 
central, severe, west; light to moderate, east; 
weeds light to moderate; Activities included 
insect monitoring, pesticide applications, 
defoliating, harvesting, statewide. Alfalfa 
good; weeds, insects light; harvest, moderate. 
Lemons harvested, west, central. Cantaloupes, 
watermelons, honeydews, green onions harvested, 
central. Apples, pistachio, squash, garlic, 
lettuce, east. Chili peppers harvested central, 
east. Pasture, range 92% of normal. Cattle, 
calves, good north, mostly good central, 
southeast. Stockwater, soil moisture, adequate, 
north, central, mostly adequate southeast. Range 
feed supplies average to above average, 
Statewide. Insect damage, light. 


Temperatures 1° below 


ARKANSAS : Temperatures below 
Significant rainfall. Temperatures 
Rainfall none to 0.02 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6. 
23% short, 717% adequate. Main farming 
activities: Defoliating cotton, applying 
herbicide to soybeans, irrigating soybeans, wheat 
seedbed preparation, harvesting cotton, milo, 
corn, rice, hay, planting wheat, fall forage 
planting, working cattle. Cotton harvest 
continued. Maturity remained behind schedule. 
Cotton gins beginning to run full time. As of 
October 1, the cotton classing office reported 
10,985 bales of Arkansas cotton had been classed. 
Soybean harvest gaining momentum. Early harvest 
yields reported mostly good. Rice harvest 
progressed at a steady pace. Yields reported 


normal, no 
3; 6S. 


Soil moisture 


above average in east central. Grain 
harvest winding down. Corn harvest 
completion; 73% good, 27% excellent; harvested 
91%, 94% 1991, 93% avg. Livestock good. Fliesa 
problem in west central. Pastures mostly good. 
Pastures were supplying average forage for herds. 
Hay harvest continued. 


sorghum 
nearing 


CALIFORNIA: High pressure over north at start of 
week. By midweek, a cold front brought cooler 
weather, some precipitation to north. 

Field activities good progress, mostly open 
weather. Rice harvest full swing; stubble 
burning, straw baling, discing followed. Cotton 
defoliation winding down most areas, harvest 
gaining momentum. Alfalfa green chopped, sprayed 
worms. Planting sugarbeets. Grain corn, silage 
corn, dry beans, safflower, sugarbeets, sunflowers 
harvested. Field preparation fall seeded small 
grains, forage crops. Seeding wheat, oats just 
underway. Alfalfa hay, sudan grass harvests 
normal. Harvest raisin, juice, wine, table grapes. 
Fresno raisin producers picked up, boxed most of 
crop; only 4% still in field. Harvest walnuts, 
pistachios, almonds progressed. Some areas almond 
harvest completed, post harvest irrigation began. 
Fresno County peach, plum harvests complete. 
Pruning began almond, prune trees. Granny Smith 
apples, Fuji apples, pomegranates harvested, 
packed. Persimmons, dates harvested. Pineapple 
quince harvest winding down. Olive harvest full 
swing. Butte County high winds vine damage kiwi 
plants, scarring fruit. Riverside County desert 
lemon, grapefruit, avocado harvests continued. 
Valencia orange harvest neared completion. Straw- 
berry harvest advanced Westside area. Picking 
active central coast, very good demand, some 
production diverted to processors. Warm weather 
benefitted fall vegetable plantings. Broccoli 
moderate, cauliflower moderate to fairly light, 
variable quality central coast. Planting fall 
broccoli, cauliflower active San Joaquin, 
Coachella valleys, complete Blythe area. Carrots 
fairly light central district. Celery fairly 
heavy, good quality Salinas-Watsonville, variable 
quality Santa Maria. Iceberg, leaf, Romaine 
lettuce central coast moderate, variable quality. 
Summer melon shipments heavy Sacramento Valley, 
steady Westside area, desert harvest nearly over. 
Fall onion harvest began Tulelake-Butte Valley, 
summer onion volume started to decline central, 
southern districts. Sweet potato movement steady 
central valley. Processing tomato harvest still 
active few areas, ground work commenced for next 
year’s crop. Fresh market tomato harvest con- 
tinued, fall plantings progressing well. Other 
vegetables harvested: beans, sweet corn, cucum- 
bers, peas, peppers, various oriental vegetables. 
Range, pasture conditions continued decline. Feed 
poor, little nutrient value. Conditions poor to 
very poor. Few pockets fair. Fire danger high. 
Supplemental feeding active most areas. Springs, 
ponds dry. Ranchers bringing cattle in rather 
than water on range. Some fall calving underway. 


COLORADO : Dry weather prevailed all week with 
almost no precipitation. September precipitation 
much below normal. Temperatures 1 to 3° above 
normal in most of State with a few reports 3 to 5° 
above normal along Front Range. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. 
10% very short, 44% short, 44% adequate, 2% 
surplus. Alfalfa 4th cutting 16%, 31% 1991, 19% 
avg. Oats harvested 96%, 93% 1991, 94% avg. Spring 
wheat harvested 94%, 73% 1991, 89% avg. Sorghum 
mature 32%, 58% 1991, 47% avg. Dry beans harvested 


Soil moisture 
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69%, 74% 1991, 
75%, 45% 1991, 
81%, 81% 1991, 


64% 1991, 69% avg.; 


67% avg. 
49% avg. 
74% avg. 


Fall potatoes harvested 

Dry onions harvested 
Corn mature stage 50%, 
silage harvested 86%, 85% 
1991, 85% avg.; 1% very poor, 5% poor, 20% fair, 
60% good, 14% excellent. Sugarbeets harvested 
5%, 4% 1991, 4% avg. Winter Wheat seeded 82%, 54% 
1991, 61% avg; emerged 51%. Livestock mostly 
good. Pasture, range feed good. 


FLORIDA: Temperatures below normal, 
above normal. Temperatures 4 to 6° below normal 
north, 1 to 3° below normal central Peninsula, 1 
to 2° above normal southeast. Rainfall 1.00 to 
3.00 in. Panhandle, 3.00 to 9.00 in. northern 
Peninsula, 1.00 to 4.00 in. central, south. 
Rainfall 0.50 to 8.00 in. above normal north, 
1.00 to 3.00 in. above normal central, near 
normal south. 
Soil moisture 

throughout State. 


rainfall 


mostly adequate to surplus 

Wet weather slowing start of 
cotton harvest. Excess rain caused considerable 
boll rot on earliest planted cotton. Later 
planted cotton not affected as much. Peanut 
harvest, haymaking active, weather permitting. 
Tobacco marketing season winding down. Sugarcane 
planting active. Soybeans, sugarcane making good 
progress. Rain all citrus areas several days. 
Moisture adequate to surplus. Lakes, ponds, 
streams at high levels. Early maturing fruit 
showing color break. Harvest of Navels, K-Early 
Citrus fruit, Robinson, Sunburst tangerines, 
white, colored grapefruit all underway. Care- 
taking activities limited by wet conditions. 
Crop condition good throughout major vegetable 
producing areas. Rain received all areas, 
hampering planting, harvesting, particularly 
East Coast. Harvesting started on radishes, 
eggplant, peppers. Harvest continues; snap 
beans, sweet corn, cucumbers, squash, tomatoes. 
State’s pastures fair to excellent. Pasture 
ratings, 25% fair, 45% good, and 30% excellent. 
State’s cattle herds mostly good. 


GEORGIA: Rain 2 to 4 days, mostly 1.00 to 2.00 
in. local areas, extreme southeast over 10.00 in. 
Temperatures 3 to 7° below normal. Warmest highs 
middle 70s north to upper 80s south. Coolest 
lows northeast mountains upper 30s, upper 40s 
central, low 50s south. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.7. Soil moisture 
17% short, 70% adequate, 13% surplus. Corn har- 
vest still 2 weeks behind normal. Cotton harvest 
pace beginning to pick up. Sorghum 9% fair, 91% 
good; 52% harvested for grain, 66% 1991, 62% 
avg.; harvest active last week. Peanuts 32% 
fair, 68% good; 67% dug, 81% 1991, 79% avg.; 50% 
threshed, 66% 1991, 64% avg.; cool weather slow- 
ing development late planted fields. Velvet bean 
caterpillars causing problems in soybeans east 
central, southern areas. Wheat 13% fair, 82% 
good, 5% excellent; 2% emerged, 1% 1991, 2% avg. 
Rye 20% planted, 20% 1991, 20% avg. Other small 
grains 23% fair, 70% good, 7% excellent; 12% 
planted, 12% 1991, 12% avg. Vegetables 5% poor, 
35% fair, 60% good. Apples 1% poor, 22% fair, 77% 
good; 74% harvested, 80% 1991, 77% avg. Pecans 
13% very poor, 11% poor, 73% fair, 3% good; 3% 
harvested, 6% 1991, 2% avg. Hay, pastures fair 
to mostly good. Cattle, hogs good. Other 
activities include harvesting hay, renovating 
pastures, defoliating cotton, harvesting early 
fall vegetables. 


HAWAII: Warm, sunny weather with some showers 
were generally favorable for crop development. 
Increased sunshine was beneficial to most orchard 
crops. Some areas required normal irrigation to 
maintain adequate growth. Winds 5 to 20 mph. 
Rainfall none to 2.50 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Favorable 
weather allowed farmers on Oahu, Kauai to 
continue clean up efforts after hurricane winds 
on September 11th damaged crops. On Kauai, 
inadequate water supplies, heavy clean up 


delaying normal farming activities. Taro farmers 
forecast slow crop progress with heavy leaf 
stripping, limited water availability. Banana, 
Papaya production lower. Sweet corn production 
light to moderate. Watermelon season completed. 


IDAHO: Temperatures 0 to 11° above normal. 
Precipitation fell in the south with the greatest 
amount in Rupert which received 0.84 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 7. Soil moisture 36% 
very short, 26% short, 38% adequate. Winter wheat 
emerged 34%, 21% 1991, 23% avg. Potato harvest 


~ 77%, 43% 1991, 52% avg. Potato good. Third cutting 


alfalfa 95%, 78% 1991, 87% avg. Sugarbeet 
harvested 19%, 18% 1991, 16% avg. Dry bean harvest 
86%, 84% 1991, 90% avg. Onion harvest 96%, 69% 
1991, 77% avg. Field corn for silage 88%, for grain 
18%. Sweet corn for processing 99% harvested. 
Apple harvest 71%, 29% 1991, 41% avg. Irrigation 
water supplies 36% very poor, 23% poor, 17% fair, 
24% good. Activities: 3rd cuttings of alfalfa, 
harvesting of sugarbeets, onions, dry beans, 
potatoes, moving cattle off ranges. Pasture, range 
46% of normal. Livestock good. 


ILLINOIS: 
were common 


Mild days accompanied by cool nights 

last week, as fall-like weather 
prevailed. Some frost, near freezing conditions 
noted, as temperatures in the northwest were 
reported inthe upper 20s. Temperatures low 50s to 
around 60°, 2 to 5° below normal. No precipitation. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Soil moisture 
10% short, 86% adequate, 4% surplus. Soybeans 
turning yellow 97%, 100% 1991, 98% avg. Corn 
dented 99%, 100% 1991, 100% avg. Winter wheat 
seeded 1%, 5% 1991, 5% avg. Alfalfa third cutting 
98%, 100% 1991, 100% avg. Pasture 88% of normal. 


INDIANA: Temperatures 1 to 6° 
Highs upper 60s to lower 70s. Lows upper 30s to 
mid 40s. Rainfall little to none across the State. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 5.1. Topsoil 4% 
short, 87% adequate, 9% surplus. Subsoil 8% 
short, 87% adequate, 9% surplus. Alfalfa third 
cutting 93%. Tobacco harvest 93%, 95% 1991, 94% 
avg. Soybeans mature 80%, 94% 1991, 68% avg. 


below normal. 


IOWA: Temperatures 1 
Extremes 26°; 89°. 


to 3° above normal. 
Killing freeze north central, 
northeast 29th; scattered frost elsewhere. Very 
dry, sunny; no precipitation. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil 87% 
adequate, 13% surplus. Subsoil 89% adequate, 11% 
surplus. Pasture 15% fair, 65% good, 20% 
excellent. Corn in or past dent 99%, 100% 1991, 
100% avg. Third cutting alfalfa 92% harvested, 
100% 1991, 100% avg. Winter wheat seeded 45%, 46% 
1991, 58% avg. Livestock generally good condition 
with some foot rot noted. 


KANSAS: Temperatures 5° above normal to 2° below 
normal over State. Significant precipitation was 
received only in central, eastern areas of State. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Surface 
moisture 45% short, 54% adequate, 1% surplus. 
Subsurface moisture 14% short, 82% adequate, 4% 
surplus. Principle farm activities are fall 
harvest, wheat planting. Row crops mostly good to 
excellent. Corn, sorghum progress still behind 
normal. Open weather allowed wheat seeding, fall 
harvest to make good progress. Pastures for State 
are still good. Rangeland in dryer western 
districts fair. Forage, stockwater adequate for 
State, with very few shortages. 


KENTUCKY: Week began very cool, overnight lows 
mid, upper 30s. Temperatures rebounded, lows in 
40s, highs upper 70s. Average temperatures upper 
50s, 3 to 4° below normal. Rainfall light, 
scattered, many locations received no rain. A few 
southern locations did receive up to 1.00 in. 
Days suitable fieldwork for 5.4. Soil moisture 1% 
very short, 6% short, 93% adequate. Corn harvest 
accelerated, progress well behind 1991, avg. 
Yields excellent, high moisture content of grain 
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slowing harvest. Soybean generally escaped near- 
freezing temperatures. Leaves still entirely 
green 15% crop. Burley 8% stripped, 9% 1991, 5% 
avg. Conditions housed tobacco fair to good, 
houseburn especially evident in early cut 
tobacco. Fall wheat 19% seeded. Pastures good to 
excellent. 


LOUISIANA: Temperatures 2.9° to 6.6° 
normal. Extremes 43°; 86°. Rainfall none. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Soil moisture 
2% very short, 18% short, 75% adequate, 5% sur- 
plus. Hay 92% second cutting, 86% 1991, 87% avg. 
Pecans 0% harvested, 10% 1991, 2% avg. Rice 99% 
ripe, 97% 1991, 99% avg. Second crop harvesting 
began, extreme southwest, yields low. Soybeans 
86% turning color, 51% 1991, 73% avg. Wheat 1% 
planted, 4% 1991, 2% avg. Sugarcane 20% poor, 
49% fair, 31% good; 59% planted, 89% 1991, 86% 
avg.; 1% harvested, 1% 1991, 1% avg. Planting 
slow due to bowed stalks. Sweet potatoes 2% 
poor, 16% fair, 82% good; 52% harvested, 65% 
1991, 68% avg. Livestock 24% fair, 71% good, 5% 
excellent. Marketing of spring calves active. 
Pastures 1% poor, 7% fair, 92% good. Vegetables 
3% very poor, 3% poor, 68% fair, 26% good. 


below 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: MARYLAND: Rainfall 0.98 in. 
Temperature 60.2°, norma Extremes 28°; 80°. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil 84% 
adequate, 16% surplus. Subsoil 6% short, 83% 
adequate, 11% surplus. Corn good; 75% mature, 98% 
1991, 87% avg. Grain harvested 15%, 52% 1991, 48% 
avg.; silage harvested 61%, 94% 1991, 89% avg. 
Soybeans fair to mostly good; 65% turned, 85% 
1991, 71% avg.; 41% shedding leaves, 62% 1991, 
45% avg. Sorghum good; 89% mature, 88% 1991; 1% 
harvested, 19% 1991. Pastures, cattle, excellent. 
Alfalfa fourth cutting 75%, other hay fourth 
cutting 28%. Apples harvested 52%, 64% 1991, 64% 
avg. Lima bean, sweet potato harvests active; few 
acres small grains seeded behind silage. 
DELAWARE: Precipitation 1.53 in. Temperature 
, normal 62.8°. Extremes 37°; 80°. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil 78% 
adequate, 22% surplus. Subsoil adequate. Soybeans 
good; 71% turned, 66% 1991, 61% avg.; 44% 
shedding leaves, 36% 1991, 31% avg. Corn fair to 
good, grain drying slowly; 91% mature, 100% 1991, 
95% avg. Grain harvested 17%, 71% 1991, 59% avg.; 
Silage harvested 93%, 100% 1991, 95% avg. Sorghum 
30% mature. Alfalfa fourth cutting 82%; other hay 
fourth cutting 82%, supplies mostly adequate. 
Apple picking 56% complete, 63% 1991, 56% avg. 
Lima bean harvest active. Pastures mostly 
excellent. 
MICHIGAN: Temperatures 1° 
normal. Extremes 27°; 87°. 
0.64 in. across State. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Soil moisture 
80% adequate, 20% surplus. Hay 75% third cut- 
ting, 90% 1991, 80% avg.; 1% very poor, 9% poor, 
30% fair, 45% good, 15% excellent. Corn silage 
30% harvested, 85% 1991, 70% avg. Dry beans 95% 
mature, 100% 1991, 80% avg.; 70% harvested, 90% 
1991, 55% avg.; 6% very poor, 14% poor, 40% fair, 
30% good, 10% excellent. Potatoes 70% harvested, 
75% 1991, 70% avg. Sugarbeets 15% harvested, 15% 
1991, 5% avg. Pasture 80% of normal. Major 
activities: Chopping corn, making hay, planting 
wheat, harvesting field crops, fruit, vegetables. 


above to 3° below 
Precipitation none to 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures near normal to 4° above 
normal. Extremes 22°; 91°. Precipitation none to 
0.04 in., 0.33 to 0.57 in. below normal. Greatest 
weekly total 0.18 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Topsoil 2% 
very short, 14% short, 74% adequate, 10% surplus. 
Spring wheat 95% combined, 99% 1991, 99% avg. 
Corn 45% mature, 94% 1991, 95% avg.s »-23 
picked/combined 24% 1991, 22% avg.; 45% silage 
cut, 88% 1991, 84% avg.; 28% moisture content 23% 
1991, 24% avg. Soybeans 97% dropping leaves, 98% 
1991, 99% avg.; 65% mature, 84% 1991, 93% avg.; 


30% combined, 41% 1991, 57% avg.; 12% moisture 
content, 41% 1991, 12% avg. Sugarbeets 19% har- 
vested, 26% 1991, 21% avg. Potatoes 65% harvested, 
67% 1991, 76% avg. Flax 35% harvested, 98% 1991, 
94% avg. Dry edible beans 74% harvested, 98% 1991, 
91% avg. Sweet corn 95% harvested, 99% 1991, 99% 
avg. Hay, small grain 52% stubble plowed, 85% 
1991, 81% avg. Soybean 7% very poor, 11% poor, 50% 
fair, 31% good, 1% excellent. Corn 11% very poor, 
9% poor, 38% fair, 41% good, 1% excellent. 


MISSISSIPPI: Temperature 65°, 5.6° below normal. 
Extremes 37°; 88°. State received almost no 
rainfall last week. Only the southeast, coastal 
regions received atrace of rain. State avg.; 0.01 
in., 0.76 below normal. Soil temperature 70°. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8, 6.2 1991, 4.9 
avg. Soil moisture 7% short, 89% adequate, 4% 
surplus. Corn harvested 72%, 72% 1991, 77% avg.; 
7% poor, 27% fair, 55% good, 11% excellent. Cotton 
open bolls 95%, 91% 1991, 93% avg.; 16% harvested, 
33% 1991, 40% avg.; 6% poor, 78% fair, 16% good. 
Peanuts harvested 78%, 87% 1991, 85% avg. Rice 
harvested 78%, 55% 1991, 76% avg.; 35% fair, 61% 
good, 4% excellent. Sorghum harvested 91%, 72% 
1991, 81% avg.; 21% fair, 73% good, 6% excellent. 
Soybeans turning color 84%, 76% 1991, 77% avg.; 
shedding leaves 59%, 45% 1991, 51% avg.; 13% 
harvested, 8% 1991, 13% avg.; 22% fair, 72% good, 
6% excellent. Sweet potatoes harvested 55%, 69% 
1991, 60% avg.; 90% fair, 10% good. Wheat planted 
13%, 16% 1991, 14% avg.; 8% emerged, 9% 1991, 8% 
avg.; 58% fair, 42% good. Hay harvested 97%, 95% 
1991, 92% avg. Pecans 55% very poor, 33% poor, 4% 
fair, 8% good. Livestock 1% fair, 80% good, 19% 
excellent. Pasture 96% of normal. Activities: 
Harvesting most crops. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures 3° below normal except 
southwestern, southeastern portions up to 9° below 
normal. Rainfall virtually none except minor 
amounts localized southeastern areas. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. 
short, 88% adequate, 3% surplus. 
short, 81% adequate, 2% short. Dry, 
helping crop maturing process, 
conditions. Corn harvest varies 14% or less 
northwestern, northeastern districts to 87% 
southeast. Soybean harvest varies from 8% south- 
western, southeastern districts to over 15% in all 
central, northern districts. Sorghum harvest 
ranges around 7% northern districts to 57% 
southeast. Pastures 1% very poor, 3% poor, 33% 
fair, 56% good, 7% excellent. 


Topsoil 9% 
Subsoil 17% 
sunny weather 
harvesting 


MONTANA: Temperatures 5 to 11° above normal. 
Precipitation was well below normal with most 
areas receiving no precipitation. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. 

short, 39% adequate. Subsoil 62% 
adequate. Spring wheat 93% harvested, 
100% avg. Barley 96% harvested, 100% 1991, 100% 
avg. Oats 97% harvested, 100% 1991, 100% avg. 
Corn for silage 90% harvested, 91% 1991, 91% avg. 
Dry bean 96% harvested, 97% 1991, 90% avg. Sugar- 
beets 12% harvested, 9% 1991, 17% avg. Potatoes 
50% harvested, 44% 1991, 62% avg. Pasture, range 
feed conditions 80%, improved 4 points from last 
week. Movement of cattle, calves from summer 
ranges 31%, sheep, lambs 30%. 


Topsoil 61% 
short, 38% 
100% 1991, 


NEBRASKA: Temperatures 2 to 6° above normal. No 
rain. Row crops up to 3 weeks behind normal. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Topsoil 38% 
short, 61% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 6% 
short, 90% adequate, 4% surplus. Corn 2% poor, 12% 
fair, 59% good, 27% excellent; 81% mature, 99% 
1991, 96% avg.; 5% harvested, 46% 1991, 28% avg. 
Soybean 1% poor, 3% fair, 57% good, 39% excellent; 
97% dropping leaves, 100% 1991, 95% avg.; 30% 
harvested, 65% 1991, 42% avg. Sorghum 1% poor, 19% 
fair, 51% good, 29% excellent; 95% coloring, 100% 
1991, 100% avg.; 37% mature, 99% 1991, 94% avg.; 5% 
harvested, 57% 1991, 33% avg. Winter wheat 23% 
fair, 66% good, 11% excellent; 98% sown, 95% 1991, 
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92% avg.; 
Pasture, 


NEVADA: Strong high pressure ridge brought 
warm sunny days, clear nights early in week. 
Later, a low pressure system lowered into the 
eastern Pacific bringing gusty winds. Strong 
winds buffeted much of the State lst with widely 
scattered thunderstorms in the northern third. 
Storms continued into Oct. 2 leaving some light 
rain. The storm system lowered temperatures 
significantly across northern, central areas. 
Extremes 24°; 104°. 

Irrigation water supplies from surface sources 
very short to none; from wells generally ade- 
quate. Potato digging 55% complete, 65% 1991, 
50% avg. Onion harvest 75% complete, 85% 1991, 
70% avg. Third cutting alfalfa hay 80% complete 
73% 1991, 80% avg. Southern areas completing 
5th, 6th cutting. Alfalfa seed harvest 90% 
complete, 100% 1991, 90% avg. Winter grain, 
garlic planting active. Pastures, ranges very 
poor condition most areas. Livestock movement to 
winter pastures early due to drought. Supple- 
mental feeding started already many areas. 


80% emerged, 68% 
range 97% of normal. 


1991, 68% avg. 


NEW ENGLAND : Precipitation none to 0.11 in. in 
NH, VT, MA, and RI; CT 0.03 to 0.27 in.; ME none 
to @.60 in. Temperatures mid 40s to low 50s 
north, high 40s to high 50s south; 1 to 5° below 
normal. Maximum temperatures mid 60s to mid 70s 
north, lowto high 70s south. Minimums mid 20s to 
low 30s north, low 20s to low 30s south. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Soil moisture 9% 
short, 79% adequate, 12% surplus. Available 
grazing 15% short, 79% adequate, 6% surplus. 
Fieldwork progress 5 days behind schedule. Maine 
potatoes 85% harvested, 61% 1991, 63% avg.; good 
to excellent. RI potatoes 68% harvested, 83% 
1991, 82% avg.; excellent. MA, CT potatoes 90% 
harvested, 84% 1991, 67% avg.; good. ME oats 85% 
harvested, 100% 1991, 94% avg.; good. Field corn 
44% harvested, 64% 1991, 56% avg.; good. CT, MA 
sweet corn 98% harvested, 100% 1991, 100% avg.; 
good. Second cut hay 95% harvested, 100% 1991, 
99% avg.; good. Third cut hay 71% harvested, 78% 
1991, 78% avg.; good. Apples 55% harvested, 71% 
1991, 70% avg.; color good, size medium; good. 
CT, MA peaches 97% harvested, size medium; good. 
Connecticut pears 65% harvested, size medium; 
good. Massachusetts cranberries 25% harvest; 
good. Major farm activities: Harvesting field 
corn, vegetables, sweet corn, tomatoes, potatoes, 
apples, peaches, pears, cranberries, haying. 


NEW JERSEY: Temperatures much below normal. 
Extremes 28°; 79°. Rainfall none north, 0.02 in. 
central, 0.17 in. south. Heaviest 24 hour total 
0.32 in. on 28th, 29th. Estimated soil moisture, 
in percent field capacity, averaged 84% north, 
84% central, 91% south. Four inch soil 
temperatures 53° north, 56° central, 59° south. 

Soil moisture generally adequate. Cucumbers, 
leeks, okra, tomatoes, sweet corn, in light 
volume. Beets, cabbage, beans, eggplant, endive, 
escarole, greens, lettuce, green onions, parsley, 
peppers, squash, spinach, turnips, potatoes, in 
moderate supply. Pumpkins, apples, in good 
volume. Peach marketing finishing. Harvesting 
sweet potatoes. Harvest of corn silage nearing 
completion. Harvesting corn for grain in 
central, southern areas. Soybean harvest 
beginning in southern areas. Starting to plant 
cover crops. Pasture good overall. 


NEW MEXICO: Dry weather prevailed. No measur- 
able rainfall. Temperatures a couple of degrees 
above normal north, generally a degree or two 
below normal south. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Soil moisture 
65% short, 35% adequate. Some light freeze damage 
in higher elevations. Crop conditions: Alfalfa 
4% poor, 29% fair, 60% good, 7% excellent; most 
on last cutting if not already finished. Corn 20% 
fair, 75% good, 5% excellent; harvest active. 


Irrigated wheat 25% fair, 75% good. 
18% poor, 27% fair, 55% good. Wheat planting is 
95% complete. Lettuce reported good, harvest 
started. Chile ranged from poor to excellent; 
mostly good with green harvest ending, red harvest 
increasing. Pecans fair to good, mostly good. 
Apples mostly good. Cattle, sheep fair to good. 
Range and pasture 86% of normal. 


Dryland wheat 


NEW YORK: Temperatures close to normal despite 
wide day to day variations. Mild at beginning, end 
of week, cool during midweek. Frost, freezing 
temperatures widespread. Extremes 24°; 80°. 
Precipitation very light. Most areas received 
under 0.25 in. All fell during the first 3 days. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Soil moisture 
adequate to surplus. Pasture 94% of normal. Corn 
fair to mostly good. Silage harvest 17% complete, 
64% 1991, 47% avg. Hay mostly fair to good. Third 
cutting alfalfa 73% finished, 86% 1991, 78% avg. 
Potato harvest continued active. Some areas still 
too wet. Dry bean harvest picking up momentum. 
Progress behind normal due to late maturing crop. 
Grape harvesting active. Large wineries in Finger 
Lakes region began harvesting Concord grapes. 
Excellent weather in Lake Ontario region allowed 
growers to catch up with the apple harvest, 
improved the quality of the crop. Apple picking 
continued very active in all growing regions. 
Vegetable harvesting continued, was rapidly 
drawing to a close due to freezing temperatures. 
Oswego County onion harvest 40% complete. Orange 
County onion harvest continued. Crop conditions 
excellent. Cabbage, cauliflower, broccoli har- 
vesting winding down. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Precipitation 
Charlotte to no precipitation at 
Raleigh-Durham. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Soil moisture 
2% very short, 15% short, 78% adequate, 5% 
surplus. Crop condition: Pasture 1% poor, 31% 
fair, 66% good, 2% excellent. Corn 33% fair, 61% 
good, 6% excellent. Cotton 8% poor, 47% fair, 45% 
good. Peanuts 52% fair, 48% good. Soybeans 3% 
poor, 33% fair, 59% good, 5% excellent. Hay 26% 
fair, 72% good, 2% excellent. Sweet potatoes 2% 
poor, 52% fair, 43% good, 3% excellent. Apples 12% 
poor, 35% fair, 53% good. Sorghum 40% fair, 60% 
good. Cotton open bolls 81%, 96% 1991, 92% avg. 
Corn mature 100%, 100% 1991, 100% avg. Soybeans 
leaf drop 27%, 38% 1991, 26% avg. Flue-cured 
tobacco harvested 97%, 96% 1991, 93% avg. Burley 
tobacco harvested 76%, 97% 1991, 91% avg. Corn for 
silage harvested 81%, 93% 1991, 92% avg. Corn for 
grain harvested 57%, 74% 1991, 61% avg. Sorghum 
for grain harvested 31%, 51% 1991, 43% avg. Apples 
harvested 70%, 81% 1991, 72% avg. Hay, roughage 
supplies 1% short, 91% adequate, 8% surplus. Hay 
second cutting 95%. Hay third cutting 60%. Major 
activities: Harvesting, curing, marketing tobacco, 
cutting corn for silage, harvesting corn for 
grain. Other activities: harvesting fruits, 
vegetables; harvesting sorghum; digging sweet 
potatoes; seeding small grains; digging peanuts; 
defoliating cotton; tending livestock; equipment 
repair; general farm maintenance. 


4.60 ‘in. at 
Siler City, 


NORTH DAKOTA: Warm, dry. Temperatures 4 to 8° 
above normal. Extremes 17°; 95°, both west central, 
south central. Precipitation none to 0.05 in. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Topsoil below 
last year, slightly above average. Topsoil 19% 
very short, 50% short, 31% adequate. Subsoil 15% 
very short, 49% short, 36% adequate. Small grain 
harvest nearly complete. Spring wheat 97% 
combined, 100% 1991, 100% avg.; durum 93% 
combined, 100% 1991, 100% avg.; barley 99% 
combined, 100% 1991, 100% avg.; oats 100% 
combined, 100% 1991, 100% avg. Winter wheat 89% 
planted, 95% 1991, 94% avg.; rye 89%, 96% 1991, 95% 
avg. Late season crop harvest behind last year, 
average. Frost damage reported in many areas. 
Immature crops were hurt by frost in many areas. 
Corn for grain 11% very poor, 7% poor, 65% fair, 
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17% good; 1% harvested, 62% 1991, 29% avg. Corn 
for silage 11% poor, 49% fair, 40% good; 77% cut, 
98% 1991, 94% avg. Flax 32% fair, 63% good, 5% 
excellent; 67% combined, 96% 1991, 94% avg. 
Potatoes 100% good; 81% dug, 86% 1991, 89% avg. 
Soybeans 2% poor, 39% fair, 59% good; 34% 
combined, 81% 1991, 70% avg. Dry beans 7% poor, 
22% fair, 71% good; 51% combined, 97% 1991, 91% 
avg. Sunflower 13% poor, 34% fair, 53% good; 2% 
harvested, 29% 1991, 25% avg. Sugarbeets 100% 
good; 23% lifted, 46% 1991, 31% avg. Range, 
pasture 65% of normal. Stockwater supplies 10% 
very short, 34% short, 56% adequate. 


OHIO: Bright mild days, cool clear nights 
common. Dry down of grains, harvesting made good 
progress under this weather regime. Temperatures 
3 to 5° below normal with average readings from 
the low to mid 50s. Highs mid 60s to near 70°, 
lows from the upper 30s to the mid 40s. Some 
frost, near-freezing conditions were noted during 
the week with coldest readings on the morning of 
the 30th. Mercuries ranged mainly in the mid 30s 
with some upper 30s along the Lake Erie, while a 
few isolated locales approached freezing. Most 
areas were dry; a few areas received a trace. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil 7% 
short, 84% adequate, 9% surplus. Hay 4% poor, 
30% fair, 51% good, 15% excellent. Pasture 4% 
poor, 25% fair, 54% good, 17% excellent. Potatoes 
harvested 70%, 78% 1991, 72% avg. Processing 
tomatoes harvested 85%, 98% 1991, 98% avg. Some 
fields of processing tomatoes may be abandoned 
due to wet conditions hampering harvest. Corn 
harvested for silage 60%, 95% 1991, 72% avg. 
Another week of sunny but cool weather provided 
good conditions for fieldwork. 


OKLAHOMA: Temperatures 10° below normal 
southeast to normal Panhandle. Precipitation 
none statewide. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Topsoil 38% 
short, 62% adequate. Subsoil 7% short, 93% 
adequate. Wheat 63% planted, 63% 1991, 58% avg.; 
33% up to stand, 27% 1991, 26% avg. Cotton 6% 
poor, 42% fair, 52% good; 32% open bolls, 45% 
1991, 54% avg. Sorghum 2% fair, 92% good, 6% 
excellent; 33% mature, 35% 1991, 59% avg.; 14% 
harvested, 8% 1991, 10% avg. Peanuts 42% fair, 
58% good; 55% mature, 80% 1991, 73% avg.; 24% 
harvested, 12% 1991, 6% avg. Soybeans 56% 
mature, 49% 1991, 39% avg.; 22% harvested, 18% 
1991, 8% avg. Corn 85% harvested, 88% 1991, 84% 
avg. Pastures 101%. Cattle good; marketings 
average, prices mixed. 


OREGON : Temperatures 3 to 4° above normal. 
Precipitation 0,50. in. most areas, except 
northeast, southeast areas 0.20 in. or less. 
Soil moisture 94% short, 6% adequate. Winter 
wheat 36% planted, 15% emerged. Winter barley 
41% planted. Field preparation for fall seeding 
in cereal grains continues. Field corn for 
grain, silage being harvested. Hay harvest 
continued, Willamette Valley, lower elevations 
east of the Cascades. Sugarbeet harvest begin- 
ning, Malheur County. Apple harvest nearly 
complete, hazelnut harvest continues; Willamette 
Valley. Hood River Valley apple harvest complete 
with exception of a few Granny Smith’s. Cran- 
berry harvest continues, steady pace, good 
quality, size, color; southern coast. Wine grape 
harvest complete. Pruning, training caneberries. 
New rootings of strawberry runners taking hold. 
Potato, onion harvest continues, statewide. Some 
sweet corn continues to be harvested, garlic 
being planted; Willamette Valley. Carrot 
processing underway. Livestock good. Stockwater 
continues to be scarce, eastern areas. Some 
dryland pastures greened up, Willamette Valley. 
Cattle continue coming off federal Oranges, 
forests. Weanings, cow processing three weeks 
ahead of schedule. Hay, protein supplements 
continue being fed. Range, pasture 48% of 


normal 


PENNSYLVANIA: A cool wet week over the State 
with well below normal precipitation. Temperature 
57°, 3° below normal. Extremes 27°; 80°. Precipi- 
tation 0.08 in., 0.73 in. below normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5. Soil moisture 4% 
short, 85% adequate, 11% surplus. Ensilage corn 
harvested 30% complete, 80% 1991. Soybean harvest 
5% complete, 8% 1991; 3% very poor, 6% poor, 21% 
fair, 49% good, 21% excellent. Wheat planted 49% 
complete, 52% 1991. Barley planted 61% complete, 
70% 1991. Tobacco harvest 91% complete, 100% 
1991. Potato harvest 70% complete, 79% 1991. 
Third cutting alfalfa 78% complete, 88% 1991. 
Fourth cutting alfalfa 51% complete, 55% 1991. 
Second cutting clover timothy 97% complete, 100% 
1991. Quality of hay made 4% poor, 53% fair, 42% 
good. Feed from pastures 2% very poor, 6% poor, 
50% fair; 42% good. Apple harvest 56% complete, 
65% 1991. Peach harvest 99% complete, 100% 1991. 
Grapes harvest 62% complete, 82% 1991. Fall 
plowing 56% complete, 68% 1991. Activities: 
hauling manure; maintaining machinery; cutting, 
baling hay; making corn silage; fall plowing; 
seeding small grains; fruit, potato harvesting; 
fixing fence; caring for livestock. 


PUERTO RICO: Island rainfall 1.15 in. was 0.69 
in. below normal. Highest rainfall was 6.18 in. at 
Las Marias, 5.58 in. at San Sebastian, 5.20 in. at 
Maricao. Divisional temperatures 80 to 82° on the 
coasts, 77 to 78° inthe interior with mean station 
temperatures 73.5° at Maricao to 83.6° at Guayama. 
Extremes 60°; 94°, 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures below normal 
statewide. Average rainfall 0.70 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Soil moisture 
39% short, 54% adequate, 7% surplus. Tobacco fair 
to good; 81% stalks destroyed, 81% 1991, 68% avg. 
Corn fair to good; 90% harvested, 95% 1991, 86% 
avg. Cotton fair; 87% open bolls, 89% 1991, 88% 
avg.; 5% harvested, 17% 1991, 20% avg. Soybeans 
fair to good; 43% leaves turning, 50% 1991, 43% 
avg.; 13% shedding leaves, 19% 1991, 16% avg.; 7% 
mature, 9% 1991, 10% avg. Apples fair; 76% 
harvested, 91% 1991, 80% avg. Grapes fair to good. 
Fall hay fair to good; 81% harvested, 77% 1991, 74% 
avg. Peanuts fair to good; 26% harvested, 48% 
1991, 32% avg. Sorghum fair to good; 53% harvest- 
ed, 56% 1991, 51% avg. Oats 7% planted, 6% 1991, 
8% avg.; 3% emerged, 0% 1991, 0% avg. Rye 12% 
planted, 10% 1991, 12% avg.; 3% emerged, 0% 1991, 
3% avg. Winter grazing fair to good; 40% planted, 
40% 1991, 38% avg.; 26% emerged, 25% 1991, 23% avg. 
Barley 4% planted, 4% 1991, 4% avg.; 2% emerged, 0% 
1991, 0% avg. Rainfall replenished soil moisture. 
Some soybean insect pressure. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Killing freeze across most of the 
State early in the week. Temperatures 2 to 12° 
above normal with the warmest departures in the 
west. Extremes 17°; 94°. Precipitation none. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3 Topsoil 12% very 
short, 45% short, 42% adequate, 1% surplus. 
Subsoil 13% very short, 30% short, 54% adequate, 
3% surplus. Sunflowers 1% very poor, 4% poor, 32% 
fair, 50% good, 13% excellent. Winter wheat 1% 
poor, 22% fair, 58% good, 19% excellent. Corn 
silage harvest 53% complete, 87% 1991, 72% avg. 
Sorghum silage harvest 38% complete, 87% 1991, 72% 
avg. Sunflowers harvest 12% completed, 36% 1991, 
37% “ava. Flax harvest 88% complete, 100% 1991, 
100% avg. Frost ended the growing season. In some 
areas the soybean, sorghum fields were not mature, 
will suffer yield loss. Livestock 3% fair, 75% 
good, 22% excellent. Pasture 85% of normal. 


TENNESSEE: A cold front along the east coast 
brought rain to extreme east on the 27th as a high- 
pressure system moved into the State from the 
west. The high pressure system brought cool, dry 
weather through the 2nd. A low-pressure system 
brought rain to middle, eastern areas over the 
weekend. Temperatures 5 to 10° below normal across 
the State. A light frost was recorded in some 
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areas on the mornings of the 30th, lst. Rainfall 
for the week was above normal across eastern 
areas, below normal across middle, western areas. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 4.9. Soil 
moisture, 4% short, 91% adequate, 5% surplus. 
Corn 95% mature, 92% 1991, 94% avg.; 85% silage 
harvested, 90% 1991, 93% avg.; 50% grain 
harvested, 58% 1991, 57% avg. Cotton 86% open 
bolls, 91% 1991, 91% avg.; 8% harvested, 32% 
1991, 33% avg.; 32% fair, 68% good. Sorghum 96% 
mature, 87% 1991, 91% avg.; 48% harvested, 43% 
1991, 63% avg. Soybeans 45% dropping leaves, 44% 
1991, 53% avg.; 20% mature, 20% 1991, 28% avg.; 
2% harvested, 4% 1991, 5% avg.; 10% fair, 78% 
good, 12% excellent. Wheat 11% seeded, 12% 1991, 
14% avg. Burley Tobacco 96% harvested, 94% 1991, 
94% avg.; 5% stripped, 11% 1991, 8% avg. Dark air 
cured tobacco 98% harvested, 89% 1991, 94% avg. 
Dark fire cured tobacco 96% harvested, 95% 1991, 
96% avg. Cattle 7% fair, 86% good, 7% excellent. 
Pasture 1% poor, 9% fair, 69% good, 21% excel- 
lent. Farm activities: Harvesting hay, corn, 
tobacco, sorghum, cotton, soybeans; defoliating 
cotton; stripping tobacco; fall seedings. 


TEXAS: Dry, cool air mass settled over State 
early week. Upper level high pressure over 
western U.S. blocked significant weather systems. 
Rainfall very scarce for week. Temperatures 
cool, 2° below normal in High Plains to 9° below 
normal in Lower Valley. 

Crops: Corn harvest active Plains with open 
conditions. Yields good to excellent. Harvest 
activity virtually completed other areas. Corn 
100% dented; 100% 1991; 100% avg. Cotton fields 
Plains benefited from warm open days but experi- 
enced cool night temperatures. Few fields in Low 
Plains defoliated. Continued warm temperatures 
are needed for later fields. Harvest good 
progress Blacklands. Bolls continued to open 
Trans-Pecos where harvest beginning. Operators 
Central completing harvest later fields. Cotton 
100% setting bolls; 100% 1991; 100% avg. Grain 
sorghum maturing across Plains Cross Timbers. 
Early fields being harvested. Warmer weather 
needed for full maturity. Harvest virtually 
completed most other areas. Grain Sorghum 100% 
headed; 100% 1991; 100% avg. Rice harvest first 
crop virtually complete some second crop harvest 
beginning on early fields. Peanut harvest gained 
momentum most areas good yields reported. Some 
fields need light rain aid harvest activity. 
Disease most fields light. Soybean harvest 
continued High Plains. Harvest also continued 
without much delay along Upper Coast. Small 
grain progress dryland fields continued slowed in 
Plains by dry conditions. Irrigated fields 
making better progress. Dry conditions some 
other areas slowed planting progress. Sugarbeet 
harvest increased High Plains. Good crop 
expected. Sugarcane harvest in Valley getting 
Started. Other Crops: Pecans 5% harvested; 9% 
1991; 3% avg. Soybeans 41% harvested; 57% 1991; 
40% avg. Sugarbeets 14% harvested; 4% 1991; 2% 
avg. Sunflowers 45% harvested; 46% 1991; 27% 
avg. Peanuts 31% harvested; 23% 1991; 18% avg. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley, 
planting, harvesting activity continued without 
much delay. San Antonio-Winter Garden, harvest 
cabbage, carrots, peppers continued. High Plains, 
carrots, pepper harvest continued. Trans-Pecos, 
chile harvest continued. Onion planting 
beginning scattered areas. East, tomato harvest 
continued. Sweetpotato harvest beginning wind 
down some fields. Pecan harvest increasing 
South, Central. Disease problems expected 

Range and Livestock: Ranges, pastures con- 
tinued deteriorate with cooler, dryer conditions. 
Small grain pastures providing some stocker 
grazing Plains; however, moisture needed dryland 
fields. Livestock conditions remained good 
across State. Supplemental feeding increasing. 








UTAH: Temperature maximums 6° 


above normal, 
minimums approximated normal. 


No precipitation. 


Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. 
85% short, 15% adequate. Winter wheat seeded 85%, 
87% 1991, 78% avg. Winter wheat emerged 52%, 27% 
1991. Field corn mature 86%, 56% 1991; harvested 
for grain 24%, 11% 1991, 18% avg.; harvested for 
silage 94%, 79% 1991, 82% avg. Alfalfa 4th cutting 
79%, 60% 1991, 60% avg. Alfalfa seed harvested 
98%, 82% 1991. Potatoes harvested 86%, 69% 1991. 
Onions harvested 90%, 75% 1991. Dry bean harvest 
81%. Apples 86% picked, 68% 1991, 55% avg. Cattle 
moved from summer range 60%, 51% 1991, 48% avg. 
Sheep moved from summer range 67%, 63% 1991, 58% 
avg. Pasture, range poor to fair. 


Soil moisture 


VIRGINIA: Temperatures above normal in most 
divisions first of week then below normal second 
part of week. Extremes 26°; 87°. Rainfall above 
normal first of the week, below normal towards the 
end. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.4. Topsoil 15% 
short, 64% adequate, 21% surplus. Pasture 6% 
poor, 27% fair, 50% good, 17% excellent. Corn 
mature 96%, 97% 1991, 94% avg. Corn silage 
harvested 75%, 95% 1991, 85% avg. Corn harvested 
for grain 41%, 67% 1991, 59% avg. Soybean 48% 
fair, 43% good, 9% excellent. Apple harvest 60%, 
72% 1991, 62% avg. Flue tobacco 95% harvested, 93% 
1991, 86% avg. Burley tobacco 98% harvested, 98% 
1991, 95% avg. Sweet potato harvest 62% 
completed. Peanuts 10% dug, 67% 1991, 41% avg. 
Peanuts combined 2%, 50% 1991, 28% avg. Peanuts 
83% fair, 17% good. Oats seeded 32%, 33% 1991, 25% 
avg. Barley seeded 17%, 22% 1991, 19% avg. Winter 
wheat seeded 5%, 18% 1991, 14% avg. Livestock 
mostly good. Harvesting last cuttings of hay. 
Marketing livestock. 


WASHINGTON : Temperatures normal to 5° 
normal west; 1 to 10° above normal, east. 
0.10 to 0.22 in. west; none to 0.05 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Soil moisture 
72% short, 28% adequate. Hay, other roughage 16% 
short, 62% adequate, 22% surplus. Range, pasture 
13% very poor, 53% poor, 34% fair. Winter wheat 
planted 85%, 65% 1991, 72% avg.; emerged 60%, 53% 
1991, 50% avg. Alfalfa hay third cut 100% 
complete, 95% 1991, 97% avg. Potatoes 44% 
harvested, 51% 1991, 57% avg. Corn silage 80% 
harvested, 63% 1991, 71% avg. Corn grain 
harvested 7%, 4% 1991, 10% avg. Dry beans 
harvested 60%, 77% 1991, 74% avg. High winds, 
little rain hurt winter wheat crop. Adequate soil 
moisture to establish crop most areas; dry 
conditions persist. Producers wait for precipi- 
tation prior to seeding some areas. Fresh, 
processing potato harvest continued. Third 
cutting alfalfa complete; Grant county alfalfa 
seed harvest complete. Corn silage harvest 
progresses; grain corn harvest began. Apple 
picking ahead of normal. Fugi, Braeburn, Granny 
smith picked Chelan, Okanogan areas. Vegetable 
harvest continued. Livestock moved to fall 
pastures. Weaning, vaccinating, pregnancy 
checking in progress. 


above 
Rainfall 
east. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Temperature 54°. 
78°. Precipitation 0.26 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Soil moisture, 
13% short, 87% adequate. Tobacco, 95% harvested. 
Hay, 19% fair, 76% good, 5% excellent; 100% second 
cut, 85% third cut. Apples, good. Corn, 75% 
good, 25% excellent; 100% dough stage, 93% 
mature, 30% harvested. Pastures, 33% fair, 54% 
good, 13% excellent; 90% of normal. Cattle, 9% 
fair, 83% good, 8% excellent. Sheep, 4% fair, 89% 
good, 7% excellent. Soybeans, good; 45% dropping 
leaves. Farm activities: General maintenance; 
clipping pastures; chopping silage; harvesting 
hay, corn, tobacco, apples; sowning barley, wheat. 


Extremes 31°; 


WISCONSIN: Temperature 54°; at normal. Extremes 
22°; 85°. Precipitation none. Frost on the morning 
of September 29th. Northeast, north central 
districts were hardest hit. 

(Continued to p. 27) 
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September 1992 
MONTHLY DATA FROM SELECTED FOREIGN CITIES 
CLIMATE ANALYSIS CENTER-NMC-NWS-NOAA 
*** = DATA NOT AVAILABLE 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 
HIGHLIGHTS 


September 27 - October 3, 1992 


FSU: In western areas, winter grain planting 
nears completion, while summer crop harvest 
slows in some areas due to wetness. In the New 
Lands, reports indicate spring grain harvesting 
was progressing later than usual. 


EUROPE: More inundating storms hit southern 
France and Italy, while dryness prevails in the 
northeast. 


SOUTH ASIA: Showers benefit vegetative to 
reproductive fall crops in the south and east. 
Dry weather elsewhere favors summer’ crop 
maturation. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: 
Indochina and 
Indonesia. 


Heavy showers continue over 
expand over Malaysia and 


EASTERN ASIA: Dry weather aids crop maturation 
and early harvesting across most of China. Rain 
delays summer crop harvesting, but favors 
topsoil moisture for winter wheat in the North 
China Plain. 


AUSTRALIA: Soil moisture is limited across the 
eastern wheat region. 


SOUTH AMERICA: South-central Brazil continues 
to be well-watered. Warmer weather aids 
Argentina’s wheat crop. 


MEXICO: Hurricane Virgil brings heavy rain and 
high winds to southern Mexico. 


CANADA: Drier weather favors drydown of grains 
and oilseeds and promotes fieldwork in Alberta 
and Saskatchewan. 
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FSU-WESTERR : Winter grain planting was nearing 
completion. Summer crop (corn, sunflower, and 
sugar beet) harvests continued to progress. An 
eastward-moving cold front, with storm systems 
moving along the front, brought widespread rain to 
the region. Greatest amounts of moisture 
(25-75 mm, with local amounts in excess of 80 mm) 
fell in a narrow band that stretched northwestward 
from north-central Ukraine, through western Black 
Soil Region and the eastern portion of Central 
Region, into Volga Vyatsk Region. The rain in 
these areas interrupted harvest. Lesser amounts 
of rain (generally less than 10 mm) over most of 
Belarus, southern Ukraine, North Caucasus, and 
Volga caused only brief interruptions in harvest. 
Average temperatures over the region ranged from 
9 to 14 degrees Celsius (C), promoting further 
growth of winter grains. Winter grains were 
cold-hardening prior to dormancy over the northern 
half of the region. 


FSU - NEW LANDS: Spring grain harvesting is 
usually complete by early October. However, 
reports indicated the spring grain harvest was 
running later than usual, especially in Western 
Siberia, where previous cool, wet weather hampered 
spring grain maturation and harvest. Although 
drier weather covered Western Siberia this past 
week, light rain and snow (precipitation around 
10 mm) along with persistent cloudiness and 
unseasonably cold weather continued to cause some 
harvest delays. Generally dry weather over the 
Urals and northern crop areas in Kazakhstan caused 
only brief delays in harvesting. Average 
temperatures in Western Siberia were 2-5 degrees 
C below normal with lowest temperatures ranging 
from -4 to -10 degrees C. Average temperatures in 
the Urals and northern Kazakhstan were 1-2 degrees 
C above normal with lowest temperatures ranging 
from -1 to -3 degrees C. 


EUROPE: Locally heavy rain (50-100 mm or more) 
feil again over southern France and inundated much 
of western Italy. Widespread showers (10-25 mm or 
more) covered much of the United Kingdom, France, 
southern Germany, and portions of the southeast, 
including most of Hungary, western Romania, and 
over the Adriatic region. The persistent wetness 
in the west disrupted fieldwork and produced 
locally damaging floods, but the moisture in the 
southeast benefited winter crop establishment. 
The corn harvest was delayed in France and was 
Slowed in Romania. While the storm track produced 
soaking rain in southern Europe, mostly dry 
weather prevailed from the Benelux countries to 
Poland and northern Czechoslovakia. Topsoil 
moisture is needed in the northeast for winter 
crop establishment. 
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SOUTH ASIA: Seasonable showers (15-50 mm or more) 
over India’s southern interior maintained 
favorable conditions for vegetative to 
reproductive grains, oilseeds, and cotton. 
Heaviest rain (50-97 mm) was concentrated over 
Tamil Nadu, although heavy showers (50-181 mm) 
returned to much of the southwest coast, improving 
irrigation reserves for fall-planted rice. An 
increase in rainfall is expected this time of year 
in southern India as the monsoon withdraws from 
the northwest. Moderate to heavy showers 


* (25-50 mm or more, with isolated exceeding 100 mm) 


continued over primary rice areas from coastal 
Andhra Pradesh through Bangladesh to the eastern 
states, boosting irrigation for dry season crops. 
Seasonably dry, warm weather continued over 
central and northern India and Pakistan, favoring 
maturing summer crops. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Moderate to heavy showers 
(25-50 mm or more, with local totals of 
100-200 mm) continued over Indochina, boosting 
irrigation levels for dry season rice. The heavy 
showers extended southward along the Malay 
Peninsula, and covered a large area of Malaysia 
and Indochina, where locally inundating rainfall 
(150-250 mm) caused some _ flooding. During 
October, rainfall typically decreases rapidly over 
Indochina and increases over Indonesia and 
Malaysia as the Intertropical Convergence Zone 
(ITCZ) makes its southward trek. In the 
Philippines, moderate to heavy showers (25-50 mm 
Or more) were scattered throughout the islands, 
improving moisture reserves for fall-planted rice 
and corn. Rainfall typically increases this time 
of year in the eastern growing regions as the 
monsoon shifts from a southwesterly to a more 
easterly flow. 


AUSTRALIA: Dryness continued across the eastern 
wheat areas, where soil moisture is limited for 
vegetative to flowering winter wheat. Moisture is 
needed to stabilize wheat yield prospects. Light 
to moderate rain (7-32 mm) fell across southern 
New South Wales, Victoria, and southern South 
Australia, aiding vegetative winter grains. 
Scattered rain (2-23 mm) benefited winter wheat 
across Western Australia. While temperatures 
averaged 3-5 degrees C below normal across the 
southern third of the country, no freezing 
temperatures were reported. 
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SOUTH AMERICA: Light to moderate rain (6-23 mm) 
fell across southern Parana, Santa Catarina, and 
Rio Grande do Sul, allowing a few days of winter 
wheat harvesting. Further north in southern 
Brazil, widespread moderate to heavy rain 
(32-89 mm) covered Mato Grosso do Sul, Sao Paulo, 
and Minas Gerais, favoring topsoil moisture for 
soybean and corn planting, but also causing some 
fieldwork delays. Temperatures averaged near 
normal across most of southern Brazil. In 
Argentina, dry weather favored corn and sunflower 
planting, while late-week rain (5-31 mm) aided 
topsoil moisture for summer crop planting and 
vegetative to flowering winter wheat across Santa 
Fe and most of Buenos Aires. Warmer temperatures 
(2-4 degrees C above normal) across central 
Argentina favored winter wheat growth and 
fieldwork. However, the western crop-areas of 
Cordoba and La Pampa reported maximum temperatures 
in the low 30’s C and little rainfall. This 
region would benefit from additional rain due to 
the warmer weather and a drying trend. 


MEXICO: Late in the week, Hurricane Virgil hit 
the coast of Michoacan in southern Mexico, with 
sustained winds of 110-120 knots (127-138 mph). 
The storm brought heavy rain (greater than 100 mm) 
along the southern coast. Lighter amounts 
(18-27 mm) fell in the Southern Plateau corn belt, 
slowing early corn harvesting. Variable showers 
(35-172 mm) fell across eastern Mexico (Veracruz 
and Tamaulipas), favoring sugarcane and coffee. 
The Yucatan peninsula received widespread moderate 
to heavy rain (42-113 mm), keeping vegetative to 
reproductive corn well-watered. Temperatures 
averaged near normal across the corn belt. 


CANADA: Dry, warmer-than-normal weather 
(precipitation 3 mm or less; temperatures 3-5 
degrees C above normal) dominated crop regions of 
Alberta and Saskatchewan, aiding crop drydown and 
allowing rapid harvest progress. Temperatures 
reached 30 degrees C as far north as Edmonton, 
Alberta, and high temperatures of 30-33 degrees C 
were common in southern growing areas. Moderate 
showers (10-17 mm) caused minor harvest delays in 
Manitoba but worsened quality prospects. In the 
east, drier weather favored maturation of 
Ontario’s summer crops, but frost was again 
scattered throughout northern corn districts. 
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EASTERN ASIA: Light to moderate rain (6-21 
Guat uay We iseetes, cto, ( mm) fell across most of Manchuria, with heavier amounts 


late-filling corn and soybeans. Freezing temperatures were reported in 
Moderate to heavy rain (14-74 mm) spread across the 


Heilongjiang, but most summer crops were mature. 
North China Plain to Sichuan increasing soil moisture fo 

. i r winter wheat d 
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(Continued from p. 21) 
Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Soil moisture 


‘Gentiiend from Leeat cover) 2% short, 83% adequate, 15% surplus. Pasture 77% 


temperatures fell into the upper 20’s in northern 
Iowa. As the cold air spread into New England at 
midweek, it combined with moisture to produce the 
first measurable September snow on record in 
Burlington, VT. Outside the contiguous States, 
bitter cold continued in interior Alaska. Lows of 
9°9F in Nome and 3°F in Fairbanks were September 
records. But the late-season heat wave persisted 
in the West, and gradually spread eastward. Among 
the 6 dozen daily record highs were readings of 
105°F in Bakersfield, CA, 96°F in Boise, ID, and 
91°F in Jamestown, ND. Valentine, NE, reached 
94°F on Friday, only 4 days after a low of 24°. 
And Marquette, MI, attained its second highest 
temperature this year (87°F). Late in the week, 
a Pacific storm moved into the Northwest, while a 
powerful storm developed in the eastern Gulf of 
Mexico. Temperatures returned to seasonable levels 
in the West, and winds gusted above 60 mph in 
eastern Nevada. Meanwhile, the gulf storm produced 
torrential rains, flash flooding, and gusty winds 
across Georgia and northern Florida. Beach erosion 
and coastal flooding was most severe aiong the 
gulf coast south of Tallahassee, FL. In addition, 
severai tornadoes battered west-central Florida. 


of normal, 78% 1991, 76% avg. General condition of 
crops 3% very poor, 5% poor, 34% fair, 57% good, 
1% excellent. Corn 3% very poor, 6% poor, 34% 
fair, 53% good, 4% excellent; 75% in dent stage or 
beyond; 27% mature, 88% 1991, 81% avg.; grain 1% 
harvested, 21% 1991, 15% avg.; silage 21% 
harvested, 76% 1991, 68% avg. Third crop hay 66% 
harvested, 81% 1991, 80% avg. Soybean 5% poor, 39% 
fair, 56% good; 81% turned; 37% shedding leaves, 
88% 1991, 84% avg. Intended fall tillage 8% 
complete, 16% 1991, 16% avg. 


WYOMING: Warm, dry weather prevailed across the 
State. Temperatures normal to 7° above normal. 
Precipitation was between 0.10 to 0.30 in. below 
normal. The only precipitation reported was in 
the northeast region. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil 77% 
short, 23% adequate. Subsoil moisture 77% short, 
23% adequate. Dry beans 4% leaves turning color, 
none 1991, 1% avg.; 8% windrowed, 15% 1991, 18% 
avg.; 88% combined, 85% 1991, 81% avg. Corn 2% 
dough, none 1991, 1% avg.; 40% dented, 24% 1991, 
31% avg.; 48% mature, 56% 1991, 57% avg.; 10% 
harvested, 20% 11% avg.; silage 81% 
harvested, 96% 92% avg. Potatoes 73% 
harvested, 70% 1991, 68% avg. Sugarbeets 
harvested 24%, 22% 1991, 25% avg. 1993 Winter 
wheat 5% not planted, 3% 1991, 6% avg.; 18% 
planted, 30% 1991, 27% avg.; 77% emerged, 67% 
1991, 67% avg. 1993 Winter wheat mostly fair to 
good. Livestock moved from summer ranges 51% 
cattle, calves; 53% sheep, lambs. Ranges, 
pastures in poor to fair. Cattle, sheep fair to 
mostly good. Hay supplies for wintering 
livestock 9% very short, 31% short, 60% adequate. 
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GROWING DEGREE DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL 
MAR 1-OCT 3,1992 


188 SHADED AREAS ABOVE NORMAL 


NOAAZUSDA AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY Based on preliminary reports 
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